August 2, 2013

Holder’s misinterpretation of fed-
eralism and his disregard for our sys-
tem of checks and balances.

The Supreme Court was clear in
Shelby v. Holder that States have the
ability to run fair elections. Did any-
body tell Attorney General Holder?

I can’t say it better than Texas Gov-
ernor Rick Perry, whose efforts to im-
plement commonsense election stand-
ards are under attack from Mr. Holder:

Once again, the Obama administration is
demonstrating utter contempt for our coun-
try’s system of checks and balances, not to
mention the U.S. Constitution.

If Holder continues to go unchecked
and if he is not held accountable, what
sort of precedent does that set? As Su-
preme Court Justice Brandeis said:

In a government of laws, the existence of
the government will be imperiled if it fails
to observe the law scrupulously. If govern-
ment becomes a lawbreaker, it breeds con-
tempt for law: it invites every man to be-
come a law unto himself. It invites anarchy.

So I ask you, has the Attorney Gen-
eral invited anarchy? I will continue to
make my case here in the people’s
House at the people’s pulpit.

I will be back.

————

LET THE PEOPLE DRAW THE
LINES ACT

(Mr. LOWENTHAL asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, I
come to the House floor today to intro-
duce my first bill as a Member of Con-
gress. It’s Let the People Draw the
Lines Act, or H.R. 2978.

My bill does exactly what that title
says: it lets people, not politicians,
draw the district lines for the United
States House of Representatives. My
bill empowers the States to create
independent redistricting commissions,
much like we have in my home State of
California.

The Let the People Draw the Lines
Act will remove redistricting from the
political process. It will provide clear
and uniform redistricting criteria that
give all communities a fair and equal
voice in the political process. This en-
tire process will be transparent and
open to the public, the way it should
be.

If my bill becomes law, Mr. Speaker,
political gerrymandering will finally
become a closed chapter in our Na-
tion’s journey towards a more perfect
democracy.

Let the people draw the lines, Mr.
Speaker. America deserves true rep-
resentation.

————
DEFUNDING OBAMACARE

(Mr. PALAZZO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I'm not
a fan of government mandates, and nei-
ther are my constituents in Mis-
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sissippi. There is one mandate that the
people of Mississippi sent me to Wash-
ington with: to repeal, replace, dis-
mantle, delay, and defund ObamaCare.

I’ve heard from families, small busi-
nesses, and hardworking Americans
across my district who all have the
same message—this law is a train
wreck.

That is why one of my very first
votes in Congress was to repeal
ObamaCare. That’s why I've voted to
repeal it nearly 40 times over the last
3 years. That is why I introduced a con-
stitutional amendment to restore the
right of the American people to refuse
this bad law. That is also why I firmly
believe we must defund ObamaCare in
a continuing resolution this body will
take up later this year.

I believe this is a fight worth fighting
for Mississippi, and I believe it’s a fight
worth fighting for the American peo-
ple.

I’'m calling on my colleagues to join
me in this fight to stand strong, to
stand together, and let’s defund
ObamacCare.

————
CONGRESS SHOULD NOT ADJOURN

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker,
here we are Friday afternoon. We have
a lot of people around the country who
are going home for the weekend, but
expecting to go back to their work-
place on Monday. Congress is not com-
ing back until September.

Did we get everything done? No, we
did not. We did manage to vote against
ObamaCare 40 times, and basically that
means we have voted against the peo-
ple of this country and their right to
health insurance 40 times.

We did not cancel the sequester,
which is hurting people. I delivered
meals last week to a 101-year-old man
who has had his meals cut because of
sequester. We didn’t pass any jobs bill,
not one, not a single jobs bill. All we’ve
managed to do in this body is to try to
take health care away from American
citizens.

I urge Congress to stay here. I urge
the Speaker to call us back and make
us do the job the American public sent
us here to do.

————

IRS: LAWS FOR THEE, BUT NOT
FOR ME

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, every
year, millions of Americans across the
fruited plains send their tax returns to
the IRS. Some claim exemptions so
they can keep more of their money;
now the IRS wants an exemption of its
own.

IRS employees want an exemption
from participating in—guess what—
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ObamaCare. That’s right. The IRS
workers have asked for an exemption
from ObamaCare. They like their cur-
rent health plan, and they just want to
keep it.

These are the same people in charge
of enforcing ObamaCare and penalizing
Americans that are forced to be under
ObamaCare. This is the same abusive,
scandalous IRS that uses power to pun-
ish political opponents.

The IRS taxocrats don’t want the law
to apply to them; they want it to apply
to us. More arrogance of power. Their
policy is: laws for thee, but not for me.
Ironic, don’t you think?

The real truth, to be clear, Mr.
Speaker, is the IRS wants to be ex-
empted from ObamaCare and so do
Americans.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

CALLING FOR THE RESIGNATION
OF ATTORNEY GENERAL ERIC
HOLDER AND DIRECTOR OF NA-
TIONAL INTELLIGENCE JAMES
CLAPPER

(Mr. FLORES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to address the delicate yet much-
needed balance between our national
security and the constitutionally pro-
tected liberties of our citizens. In order
to maintain those liberties, I call for
the immediate terminations of Direc-
tor of National Intelligence James
Clapper and Attorney General Eric
Holder. To that extent, I am sending a
letter to President Obama asking that
he immediately call for their termi-
nations and/or resignations.

Mr. Speaker, I do believe that our
Nation’s surveillance programs have
helped thwart terrorist attacks be-
cause of the NSA and FBI personnel
that work on these security activities
every day and who are working hard to
comply with the law to protect our
constitutional liberties and to Kkeep
America safe.

In contrast to the efforts of those
hardworking, law-abiding personnel,
Americans have serious reservations
about Attorney General Holder and
DNI Clapper, who are ultimately re-
sponsible for the management of these
programs. We remain gravely con-
cerned about their lack of commitment
to follow the law, to be forthright with
the American people and with Con-
gress, and their commitment to protect
our constitutionally guaranteed lib-
erties.

Continued congressional oversight
coupled with the terminations of Clap-
per and Holder will help restore trust
in these important programs to fight
terrorism without compromising our
liberties or creating gaps in our intel-
ligence structure. In addition, their re-
moval may start the healing process to
restore American trust in our Federal
Government.
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